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Vega is the fifth brightest star in the night sky and the brightest star in the

constellation Lyra. It is a bluish-white star 25 light years from Earth, and is

about twice the size of our Sun with a surface temperature almost twice

as hot!

It was the first star other than our Sun to be photographed in 1850 by the

Harvard College Observatory. Its name comes from the Arabic word

'waqi' which means 'falling' or 'swooping' as the consellations Lyra was

previously seen as a vulture rather than a lyre as it is today. 

Vega was once our north pole star, around 12,000 BCE, and will be again

in 14,000CE. This is because of Earth's 'wobble'. Imagine a spinning top

rocking from left to right so that gradually over time the Earth's poles point

to different parts of the night sky. 

Find Vega by looking for the Summer Triangle, a pattern of three bright

stars which it forms with the stars Deneb in the constellation Cygnus and

Altair in the constellation Aquila.

Southend Museums 

Southend Central Museum
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Prittlewell Priory 

Southchurch Hall

www.southendmuseums.co.uk

Vega VIIP 
(Very Important Pole Position)

The latest news and announcements from Southend Museums Service. 
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Southend Faith and Belief Festival
on ONE SOUTHEND from May 17th 2021

Southend Museums organised the first digital Southend Faith and

Belief Festival in collaboration with Southend’s Faith and Belief

Network to celebrate the cultural diversity of the Borough. Co-

produced in collaboration with a diverse range of faith and belief

communities, this festival welcomes those who want to showcase

their faith or belief and encourages us to get to know each other a

little better. 

The last year has been particularly challenging for our local

communities. The festival explores the challenges that the Covid-19

pandemic presented to our faith and belief  groups and how they

have overcome these obstacles.

The festival is accompanied by a digital exhibition of photographs

from the museum collection and from the local communities. The

exhibition is aimed at highlighting how in the past the collection did

not represent the variety of our borough’s faiths and beliefs. We hope

to spark a discussion on how we can change that. 

 

Should you want to share your story or photographs

please go to:  

https://yoursay.southend.gov.uk/faith-and-belief-festival 

These photos will be included in the museum collection.

Should you wish to donate an object that represents a

local faith or belief to make sure it is included in the

museum collection and remembered in the future, please

contact: museums@southend.gov.uk 

 

Should you be interested in joining one of Southend

Council’s inter Faith and Belief community groups, please

contact: kellymarks@southend.gov.uk  

 

Scrapbook from the first Jewish wedding in
Southend, 1907
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Practicing the Hindu faith at home
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Alicia Paz is a multicultural visual artist, born and raised in Mexico, and based in London for

several years. She studied at Goldsmiths College and Royal College of Art, in London. She

has also lived and worked in France and in the USA, and her body of work has been

shown internationally.

In her practice, Paz investigates identity and the notion of a divided author, exploring the

mutability of subjectivity through a diverse range of media such as paintings, collages and

sculptures. The artist focuses on the female figure: the Self is experienced and presented

as multiple, paradoxical, and in flux. Inhabiting fantastical landscapes, her feminine

subjects become fused and combined with organic life. Her work at times incorporates

visual elements taken from applied and decorative arts, such as ceramic delftware, using

these registers as a vehicle for intertwining narratives. Other recent subjects include

cultural hybridity and representations of family, exploring the complexities of kinship and

lineage in a globalised world. Alicia Paz has presented solo exhibitions in the UK, France,

Germany, Mexico, and Argentina, and recently with Michael Szpakowski at the Museo

Leonora Carrington in Mexico (2019). 

Río y Mar (River and Sea) is on display at Beecroft Art Gallery, 29 May - 7 August 2021

Artist Introduction

Red Sails Over The Estuary

 

An exhibition on the history of the iconic Thames barge is now open at the

Prittlewell Priory Visitor Centre until Sunday 15th August, charting the

fascinating story of these craft, alongside original objects, and an impressive

scale model of a Thames barge on display. 

You would be hard pressed to find a historic view of the Essex, Suffolk or the

north Kent coast without a Thames sailing barge depicted somewhere in it.

Hundreds of these red sailed beauties have plied their trade up and down

south-east England’s coastline and estuaries and beyond to mainland

Europe, for the best part of three centuries. 

As well as farmers' crop, the barges carried numerous other cargoes such as

coal, coke, and sand. As towns like Southend expanded, Thames barges

delivered all the necessary materials to build new houses, roads, sea walls

and in fact, the complete infrastructure of a modern community as efficiently

and economically as possible. A Thames sailing barge could carry up to

50,000 bricks in a single cargo. 

The exhibition, designed and created by the Thames Sailing Barge Trust

and funded by a Heritage Lottery grant, tells the story of the Thames sailing

barges and their association with Southend. 

The exhibition is free to enter. Please see the website for opening times: 

 www.southendmuseums.co.uk 

Detail: 'Tears of Laughter', 2019. Mixed
media on canvas



Object in Focus
Viola Canina

Violets the flower and  the colour violet both became a symbol

of lesbianism and female bisexuality in the early 1900s. The

symbolism derives from various poems by Sappho, a 7th

century female Greek lyric poet who often wrote about her

desire and love for women. The word ‘lesbian’ is derived from

the name of the island Sappho resided on for most of her life,

the island of Lesbos.

The 1926 play ‘La Prisonniere’ by Édouard Bourdet featured a

bouquet of violets as a symbol of lesbian love. When the play

was hit by censorship, many lesbians in Paris started wearing

violets in solidarity.
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Herbarium sheet of Viola Canina (Heath Dog
Violet) from Shoebury collected by Christopher
Parsons in 1864.

Hares About Town
From the 1st July till 12th September 2021 the seafront and

surrounding areas of Southend will be decorated with fibre-glass

hare sculptures. These have been designed and created by both

local and national artists and will form a spectacular sculpture trail

to raise vital funds and awareness for Havens Hospices. It is free

to follow the Hares About Town trail. 

Southend Museums has a number of the sculptures across our

sites which have been decorated by local schools. You will also

be able to pick up an activity pack from our venues.

The trail will take you on a journey of discovery and will showcase

different areas of the town. Locations are fully accessible. For

more information go to: https://www.haresabouttown.co.uk/

© haresabouttown


